
Before we begin…
Register as a volunteer (instructions are by the 

chromebooks)

Please grab a bottle of water from the back and 
one deck of multiplication flash cards. 

Find your child’s seat. You will find a packet at your 
child’s desk for you to take with you.

Use the sticky notes at your tables to write down any 
questions you currently have. I will try to answer all 

questions at the end of the presentation or I will 
collect at the end and answer vial email.



Welcome to
Curriculum Night



My name is Jessica Meehan. This 
is my ninth year teaching and 

7th year teaching third grade. I 
received my master’s degree  in 
Elementary Education from East 
Carolina University. My husband 

and I live
In Apex with our 2 year old son, 
Titus. We love this area and love 

Morrisville Elementary! 

Meet the teacher



Classroom management
We will use Class Dojo as part of our       

classroom economy. Students will be able to 
earn rewards every 20 points.
School Wide: MES Expectations

Students will earn apples around the   
school to earn a class reward that they 

choose.



DatA WAll
Data walls will be 

in your child’s take 
home binder.  Please 
make sure to check 

and sign this weekly!  
This will keep you up 

to date on your 
child’s progress in 

third grade!



OCEAN Binder
These binders should go home every 
night! In this binder you will find: an 
agenda, homework, homework check 
sheet, data wall, and assessments.
•Your child is responsible for 
writing down their homework every 
day.
•Please check your child’s data wall 
weekly and initial.
•You can check to make sure your 
child is turning in their homework by 
checking their homework check 
sheet.
•This will reflect your child’s work 
habits grade.



Homework policy
Nightly Expectations:

Monday-Thursday
Reading: Read for 20 min

Reading sheet aligned to lesson
Math: Math sheet

Practice math facts
Any other nightly assigned HW should be written in agendas 

each day.
Student should have their multiplication facts memorized by 

the end of third grade. Please make sure to practice these at 
home.  



Daily schedule
9:15-9:30 Morning Meeting

9:30-10:10 Specials
10:10-11:15 Literacy

11:15-12:15 Math
12:15-12:45 Lunch
12:45-1:15 Recess

1:15-1:45 Target Time
1:45-2:45 All Block

2:45-3:40 Science/SS
3:40-3:45 Pack-Up and Dismissal



MathQuarter 1
Unit 1: Building a Mathematical Community & Understanding Equal Groups
● Objects can be counted in equal groups instead of individual units (NC.3.OA.1).
● Products of a whole number can be interpreted as the total number of objects, given the 

number of groups and the amount in each group (NC.3.OA.1).
● Multiplication can be used when solving story problems that involve equal groups (a 

number of groups with an equal number of items in each group) (NC.3.OA.3).
● Division can be used when solving story problems that involve an unknown number of 

groups or an unknown size of groups (NC.3.OA.3).
● The Commutative Property can be applied to numbers to make sense of patterns in 

multiplication (NC.3.OA.9).

Unit 2: Using Data to Solve Problems
● Data can be collected using a frequency table. (NC.3.MD.3)
● Data can be organized by creating scaled bar graphs and scaled picture graphs. 

(NC.3.MD.3)
● Data in graphs can be used to answer questions and compare categories.  NC.3.MD.3)

Unit 3: Stories With Addition & Subtraction
● Place value strategies can be used to solve addition and subtraction problems less than 

or equal to 1,000.  (NC.3.NBT.2)
● Reasonableness of answers can be assessed by using estimation strategies. 

(NC.3.NBT.2)



MathQuarter 2
Unit 3: Stories With Addition & Subtraction
● Place value strategies can be used to solve addition and subtraction problems less than 

or equal to 1,000.  (NC.3.NBT.2)
● Reasonableness of answers can be assessed by using estimation strategies. (NC.3.NBT.2)

Unit 4: Making Sense of Multiplication & Division
● Multiplication is the process used to find the total when given the number of groups and 

the amount in each group. (NC.3.OA.1) 
● Properties of operations (commutative, associative, distributive) can be applied as 

strategies to multiply and divide. (NC.3.OA.1) 
● Division means solving for the number of equal groups OR the number of objects in each 

equal group when the total is known. (NC.3.OA.2) 
● One-step problem situations involving equal groups can be represented by multiplication 

and/or division. (NC.3.OA.3) 
● Division can be represented as an unknown factor multiplication problem. (NC.3.OA.6) 
● Multiplication and division are related operations. (NC.3.OA.7) 
● Patterns in multiplication can be uncovered when looking at 100 charts and multiplication 

tables. (NC.3.OA.9)

Unit 5: Reasoning with Shapes & their Attributes 
● The defining attributes of quadrilaterals including rhombuses, rectangles, squares, and 

parallelograms. (NC.3.G.1)
● There are several different types of quadrilaterals. (NC.3.G.1) 
● Math Language: Non-example Quadrilateral Rhombus Rectangle Square Parallelogram 

Trapezoid



Multiplication
By the end of third grade, students 

should be able to fluently multiply 0-9.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51NGmRdt0bo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USolbZDnmyY


Math

tinyurl.com/y6wnekgs

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kDRdPIPkAAaTmkRZa_PxA1zWcRYJuJKA/view


Literacy



Literacy
Unit 1

Students read literary texts about children who face challenges with 
access to  education. Throughout the course of the unit, students read 
three literary texts: Waiting for the Biblioburro by Monica Brown, Rain 
School by James Rumford, and Nasreen’s Secret School by Jeanette 
Winter. They read each text for gist, recount the text, determine its 
central message or lesson, and then closely read and answer text-
dependent questions designed to help them explain how that central 
message or lesson is conveyed through details in the text. Students also 
identify the challenges faced by the characters and how they are able to 
overcome them. For the mid-unit assessment, students discuss what they 
like about their independent reading books and the things that they have 
found challenging. In the second half of the unit, after learning how to 
write short constructed responses, students read a new literary text, 
answer selected response questions, and write short constructed 
responses about questions having to do with the text.



Literacy
Unit 2 

In Unit 2, students move from analyzing challenges others face in 
accessing schools to more specifically analyzing challenges others face 
in accessing books. Students closely read excerpts from My Librarian Is 
a Camel by Margriet Ruurs, which describes ways people living in 
different countries around the world access books. For a mid-unit 
assessment, students demonstrate their reading skills by reading a new 
excerpt from this book and determining its main idea.

In the second half of the unit, students switch gears to begin writing 
informative texts. Using what they have learned about reading 
informational texts in the first half of the unit, they plan, write, revise, 
and edit an informative paragraph describing how people in a particular 
country overcome the challenge of access to books. For the End of Unit 2 
Assessment, students write a new informative paragraph describing the 
challenge and how it was overcome, using evidence from the excerpt 
from My Librarian Is a Camel read for the mid-unit assessment.



Literacy
Unit 3

In Unit 3, students move from analyzing challenges faced by 
others, to learning challenges that they face, specifically with 
reading. This is framed with the book More Than Anything Else by 
Marie Bradby, which describes the reading challenges Booker T. 
Washington faced. Students hear the whole text read aloud and 
analyze in detail an excerpt of text that is rich in figurative 
language and describes the challenges Booker faced in detail. 
For a mid-unit assessment, students demonstrate their writing 
skills by writing an informative paragraph recounting Booker’s 
story from More Than Anything Else and the lesson they learned 
through the challenges faced and how those challenges were 
overcome.



Literacy
Unit 3- Continued 

In the second half of the unit, students determine their own 
reading challenges and some strategies to overcome those 
challenges. They write a reading contract outlining two of their 
most significant reading challenges and two strategies to 
overcome each challenge. Students also practice reading 
excerpts of Nasreen’s Secret School and Rain School for fluency 
practice throughout the second half of the unit. For Part I of the 
End of Unit 3 Assessment, students read an excerpt of Nasreen’s 
Secret School or Rain School in a group to record an audiobook. 
In Part II, students revise their reading contracts based on 
teacher and peer feedback. For the performance task, students 
create a reading strategies bookmark to quickly reference the 
reading strategies they have outlined in their reading contract.



Literacy
Module 2: Adaptations and the Wide World of Frogs

Unit 1:Reading and Writing Narratives: Poems and Pourquoi 
Tales about Frogs
In this unit, students read and write narrative texts about 
frogs.  They closely read poems about frogs and develop ‘why’ 
questions about frogs.  They read and write narrative 
pourquoi tales that answer these ‘why’ questions.  Students 
learn that narrative texts have a clear sequence of events 
that makes sense and is easy to understand. The beginning 
establishes the situation and introduces characters. The 
middle describes the central problem and explains how the 
characters respond to the problem. The ending tells the 
solution/resolution to ‘wrap up’ the story.  Students also learn 
to form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and 
adverbs.



Literacy
Module 2: Adaptations and the Wide World of Frogs

Unit 2: Building Background Knowledge: Researching Frogs
In this unit, students build background knowledge about 
frogs.  They closely read excerpts of a complex text to answer 
several research questions.  They write informational 
paragraphs answering these questions.  When reading, 
students use text features to find information about a topic, 
look a connections between sentences and paragraphs in an 
excerpt of text, and analyze illustrations to further their 
understanding of a text.  The language study standard 
requires students to form and use regular and irregular 
verbs in the present tense.



Literacy
Module 2: Adaptations and the Wide World of Frogs

Unit 3: Using Writing to Inform
In this unit, students complete their Freaky Frog book by writing 
an informative 4- paragraph essay about a chosen ‘freaky’ frog 
and creating a trading card of their chosen frog. Students 
choose one frog from the options given.  After analyzing the 
model about the poison dart frog students write their own essay 
giving the background information, two proof paragraphs about 
physical and behavioral adaptations, and a concluding 
paragraph.  Through mini lessons and peer critique, students 
revise their writing.  The language standards that students will 
focus on are using regular and irregular verbs, and  writing 
simple, compound and complex sentences.
For the performance task, each student will create a trading 
card and compile the writing from the module into a book with a 
front cover and table of contents.



Science
Quarter 1 - The Human Body
3.L.1 - Understand human body systems and how they are 
essential for life: protection, movement, and support.
3.L.1.1 - Compare the different functions of the skeletal and 
muscular systems.
3.L.1.2 - Explain why skin is necessary for protection and for the 
body to remain healthy.

Quarter 2 - Matter, Force & Motion
3.P.1 - Understand motion and factors that affect motion.
3.P.2 - Understand the structure and properties of matter 
before and after they undergo a change.
3.P.3 - Recognize how energy can be transferred from one object 
to another.



Science



social studies
Quarter 1 - Civics and Government
3.C&G.1 - Understand the development, structure, & function of 

local government.
3.C&G.2 - Understand how citizens participate in their 

communities

Quarter 2 - Geography
3.C.1 - Understand how diverse cultures are visible in local & 
regional communities
3.G.1 - Understand the earth's patterns by using the 5 themes of 
geography: location, place, human-environment interaction, 
movement, and regions.



Birthdays
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
*All food items must be store bought.  Celebrations will take 
place during recess.
As we promote healthy choices, we would like to suggest options 
in place of sending birthday snacks:  recess equipment for the 
classroom, books for the classroom libraries, or school supplies 
for the classroom are great options.  Parents are welcome to 
send these items to the classroom in honor of their child’s 
birthday in place of sending a special snack item.

Also, with regards to birthday celebrations outside of school, 
please note that children are not allowed to send invitations 
and/or thank you notes to schoolmates through the student 
backpacks.  



snacks
Students may bring a snack to have each day.

Please send in a healthy, “clean” snack (no 
utensils needed, doesn’t easily spill.)

Lunch: Please feel free to join your child for 
lunch.

(12:15-12:45) 



volunteers
VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION
Parents are highly encouraged to volunteer in the classroom and
through the PTA.  Wake County volunteer guidelines require that
all classroom volunteers (including field trip chaperones) be
registered in our volunteer tracking system.  Please update
your volunteer status every year. 

VISITORS
When parents come into the building to volunteer or have 
conferences with teachers, they must sign in at the front 
office and receive a visitor sticker.  Please wear this sticker 
while you are in the building so that staff may easily identify
visitors.



communication
I will send out a classroom newsletter 

every other week that will include 
schoolwide and classroom news and a 

tentative quarterly schedule.

I will also post the newsletters on my class 
website (in addition to several great 

resources.
Meehan Track 2 Crew Website

http://jmeehan10.wixsite.com/mrsmeehan


reminders
Interims will be sent home the week of:

August 5th, October 18th, February 3rd, May 4th 

Report Cards will be sent home the week of:
October 4th, January 10th, April 9th, and June 

30th

Conferences will take place after the first and 
third quarter.



Field Trips
Third graders go on 3 field trips this year.

1. Morehead Planetarium and Science Center

1. Triangle Rock Club

1. JCR Arboretum

Specific dates are not confirmed at this time.  We will 
need chaperones for each of these trips. You must be 
registered as a volunteer with WCPSS each year to be 
a chaperone.



Thank you!
Thank you so much for attending 
Curriculum night!

Please let me know if you have any 
questions. I will be posting this 
presentation on my website as well.  


